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June 4, 2007

Dear Friend:

Attached is a copy of the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission’s draft Regional
2030 Transportation Plan Supplement and the draft 2008-2011 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). Your agency or organization was recently invited to
participate in an interagency consultation process to share and exchange plans and
inventories and thus improve coordination in local community planning and
development efforts generally, and in transportation planning specifically. Some of you
attended the consultation meeting on May 8 and provided comments or letters with
helpful insight to guide the planning process. It is in this spirit of cooperation that we
share drafts of these documents.

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission recently completed this Draft Regional
2030 Transportation Plan Supplement for all of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties
and respective cities and villages. The Regional 2030 Transportation Plan Supplement
documents the Commission’s compliance with new requirements of the Safe
Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU) in areas such as public participation, consultation, environmental mitigation and
other items. We call your attention especially to the following sections which
specifically address new requirements. The section beginning on page 3-1 of the plan
supplement (page 4-3 in the TIP) addresses consistency with Land Use and Economic
Development Plans. Consultation requirements have been upgraded and are addressed
beginning on page 4-1 in the Plan (4-4 of the TIP). Finally, additional requirements for
addressing environmental mitigation activities in developing transportation plans are
addressed in the section beginning on page 13-1.

In addition, also enclosed is the Draft 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) for the Lansing Metropolitan area. The TIP documents all federally funded road
and transit projects to be funded throughout Clinton, Eaton and Ingham Counties
beginning October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2011. Also included is an in errata
sheet documenting errors and omissions that occurred during production. These
corrections will be included in the final TIP document upon completion in July.

Written or oral public comments are invited on either or both documents, which are also
available on the Commission’s website at www.mitcrpc.org . Comments may be made
at any of the public meetings announced below, or may be submitted in writing.
Written comments received by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 27 will be presented or
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summarized to the Commission prior to their consideration of action on these documents.

To encourage and stimulate continued consultation on the region’s future transportation system
needs, copies are being forwarded to various resource agencies, other officials responsible for

other planning activities within the Tri-County region and stakeholders that may be affected by
transportation plans.

The Commission is scheduled to act on the Plan Supplement and the TIP at 7:30 p.m. on June
27,2007. Comments will be accepted. A listing of committee meetings follows.

Location of the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) meeting (below) in this
announcement is the: Ingham County Human Services Building, 5303 S. Cedar Street in
Lansing in Conference Room A. Location of the Transportation Review Committee meeting
below i1s the Southwind Conference Room at 913 W. Holmes Road in Lansing, ML

The draft Regional 2030 Transportation Plan Supplement and the 2008-2011 Transportation
Improvement Program will be reviewed and acted on at the following open public meetings:

e Transportation Review Committee (TRC): Southwind Conference Room, 4:00
p.m., June 13, 2007 (Wednesday);

o Tri-County Regional Planning Commission: Conference Room A, 7:30 p.m.,
June 27, 2007 (Wednesday)

Any questions, written or oral comments, requests for additional copies or other information
should be referred to me or Paul Hamilton of my staff, at the Tri-County Regional Planning
Commission, 913 W. Holmes Rd., Suite 201, Lansing, Michigan 48910 or by phone (517) 393-
0342 or fax (517) 393-4424, respectively, or at our toll free hotlines at (517) 393-6386 or (800)
619-6676 or email to sskinker@mitcrpc.org.

Thank you for your interest in the transportation planning process. Should you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

A

Jon W. Coleman
Executive Director

JWC/PH/mjh

Enclosures:  Draft Regional 2030 Transportation Plan Supplement
Draft Regional 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program
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United States Department of the Interior TCRRC

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
East Lansing Field Office (ES)
2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101

East Lansing, Michigan 48823-6316

REPLY REFER TO:

June 5, 2007

Mr. Jon W. Coleman, Executive Director
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
913 West Holmes, Suite 201

Lansing, Michigan 48910

Re:  Consultation for Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) 2008-2011
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

Dear Mr. Coleman:

Thank you for your May 1, 2007, letter for the above referenced project, pursuant to section
6001 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for

Users (SAFETEA-LU). We have reviewed the information you provided and offer the following
comments.

Endangered Species

Our records indicate the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a federally listed endangered species, is
known to occur within the area of the TCRPC. The summer range of Indiana bats in Michigan
includes the southern half and most of the western coastal counties of the Lower Peninsula.
Suitable Indiana bat habitat typically consists of a variety of forested landscapes in riparian,
bottomland, and upland areas and provides roosting trees with crevices or exfoliating bark.

Our files also show that the eastern massasauga rattlesnake (Sistrurus catenatus catenatus), a
federal candidate species, occurs in the TCRPC area. The eastern massasauga is typically
associated with shallow wetland systems, such as wet prairies, marshes and low areas along
rivers and lakes, but also requires adjacent upland habitat. The rattlesnake prefers an open
canopy and a sedge or grass ground cover. Appropriate management for the massasauga
involves maintaining prairie, bog, woodland, and peat ecosystems in a natural state. Although
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act) does not extend protection to candidate
species, we encourage their consideration in environmental planning. Avoidance of unnecessary

impacts to candidate species will reduce the likelihood that they will require the protection of the
Act in the future.

Section 7 of the Act requires federal agencies, or their designees, to consider impacts to federally
listed threatened and endangered species for all federally funded, constructed, permitted, or
licensed projects. For additional information about the section 7 consultation process and
federally listed species, please refer to our endangered species technical assistance website,
located at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section’/index. him.

The Indiana bat and eastern massasauga also receive protection by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (MDNR). We recommend you contact Ms. Lori Sargent at
<sargenl2@michigan.gov> for information regarding the occurrence of state-listed species in the
study area and the protection of listed species under State law.
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