





was inadequately evaluated by the committee, based on
(their believed to be) inaccurate information. Major
elements of the form CAEMA claims to be inaccurate are
as follows. 1) Estimated traffic volume much too high; 2)
Significant negative impact on wetlands, habitat and
noise; 3) Costs likely to be much higher. Mr. Kosinski
conveyed their position on each of the argued elements.

On behalf of CAEMA, Mr. Kosinski requested that the
Commission refer this matter back to ECRC staff for
correction and resubmission and that the Michigan
Avenue project be reconsidered based on information
they’ve provided.

Hamilton said he explained that most of these specific
items on the forms are not scored and are subject to
engineering judgment. He noted that these items are
evaluated more closely at the project development stage
and environmental clearance stage, not the planning
stage, as he indicated when he provided the “form” to
CAEMA. Hamilton also explained that this is not an
environmental assessment and has no standing relative to
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the
forms are used only as an information document by the
committee as a starting point for discussion.

Hamilton said the Michigan Avenue project is currently
in the approved conforming TIP and in the current
Regional 2030 Transportation Plan as well as the new
Regional 2035 Transportation Plan that is being prepared
for presentation to the Commission in December. This
project was included in all air quality modeling for the
Plan update. Hamilton said no action on this project is
being requested of the Commission at this time.

Coleman said policy issues or questions pertaining to the
planning process, or specifically the applications, can be
addressed with the committees. C/Holman requested that
TCRPC provide citizens with information on when their
comments would be the most effective. C/McGrain
requested a future discussion item on the TRC agenda to
discuss the priority assessment forms and the scoring
process.

Coleman reiterated the fact that projects in the new Plan
have been modeled and will be before the Commission
for action in December. He noted that pulling this project
at this point will have significant impacts on the entire
regional program.
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Ch/Wood suggested the CAEMA present the current
information and request of reevaluating the forms
submitted to the committees to the ECRC, since they are
the responsible party for the project and funding.

C/Tennis welcomed CAEMA and noted that the ECRC

is in the process of letting a contract for an
environmental assessment, which is when CAEMA’s
environmental concerns should be evaluated. C/Small
said the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
governs preparing an environmental impact statement or
an environmental assessment and has specific
requirements for all agencies obtaining federal funds.
She said every social, economic and environmental
impact has to be addressed as part of that process.

Ch/Wood said the ECRC has agreed to work with the
public and as a policy issue the committee will look at
the evaluation form at the committee level.

Shelagh Kosinsky, residing at 7305 Glenn Tera Drive in
Delta Township, was present to comment. Ms.

Kosinsky noted her lack of understanding of the process
and asked why the project can not be pulled at this point.

Ch/Wood said it is the responsibility of the ECRC to
determine if there are errors in the form submitted, or
not. Ms. Kosinski also suggested that there be oversight
of projects that are submitted to TCRPC.

C/Rodgers commented on TCRPC’s regional
responsibilities and the severity of pulling out one
project at this point in the process as a result of the
region’s non-attainment status. C/McGrain suggested
that review of the federal processes and requirements of
the Commission also be added to a future agenda for
review. '

Ch/Wood said based on citizen comments received this
evening, Commissioners have made several suggestions
that will be taken into consideration. Items to be
considered will include a review of how TCRPC can be
most effective with regard to public outreach, review of
the STP priority assessment forms and the scoring
process, and an overview of the amendment process for
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the.
Regional Transportation Plans.

Ch/Wood thanked the public for their comments.

L



DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Clean Commute Update
Cathleen Edgerly, CATA’s Clean Commute

Coordinator, was present to provide an update on the
program. She explained that the program was formed
after the region was designated an ozone non-attainment
area. The program encourages all forms of alternative
transportation and offers assistance in finding the best
option for individual commuting needs.

Edgerly noted the peak ozone action season occurs
between May and September, usually when
temperatures are the warmest. News releases are
prepared and published for all ozone action days. There
weren’t any ozone action days this year. The program
offers year round ongoing communication, which
includes a monthly newsletter sent to approximately
12,000 recipients through direct mailings. Clean
Commute also stays in touch via Facebook, Twitter and
U Tube. The program sponsored weather and traffic
announcements throughout the peak ozone season this
year. This outreach is regarded as very successful.

Clean Commute continues outreach to local businesses
and current partners including MSU, GM Delta Plant,
Accident Fund, area hospitals and many others.
They’ve recently introduced a new online Commute
Matching System which can be accessed on CATA’s
website at www.cata.org. The Program hosts an annual
event called the Clean Commute Challenge, which was
held September 14-18 this year.

She explained incentive programs in place for registered
participants. She also noted that the program has
reduced volatile organic compounds by almost 10 tons,
oxides of nitrogen by 12 tons, and reductions in carbon
monoxide by over 75 tons. Edgerly thanked participants
and encouraged members to contact 393-RIDE with any
questions.

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
Coleman said a copy of the current assessment of
ARRA projects was placed at each Commissioners seat.
As a result of bids coming in lower than expected
approximately $23,000 is available for an additional
project.




COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive/Personnel
Committee

Program & Grant Review
Committee

No meeting.

C/Pizzo deferred to C/Martin to report on the October '
14, 2009 Program & Grant Review Committee meeting.

1) Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS) Amendment
C/Martin said Chris Hnatiw, TCRPC’s Economic
Development Planner, was present to explain the
proposed resolution to amend the EDA 2007-2010
CEDS document project list to include the MSU
Foundation project.

It was MOVED by C/Martin, SUPPORTED by
C/Bauerle, to adopt the resolution in support of
adding the proposed MSU Foundation’s MBI
Center project to the 2007-2010 CEDS project list.

C/Holman expressed her dissatisfaction with the
proposed project. C/Veenstra commented on the
range of jobs to be created, which listed 100 to
1,000. C/Martin said the acreage of land of the
proposed project is factored into a formula that
generates an approximate range of jobs to be
created.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

C/Martin said the 2010 Regional Aerial Photography
Acquisition project was discussed with Daniel Dillinger, -
TCRPC’s Information Systems Planner. This flyover
will be done in conjunction with the 2010 Census. The
flyover will take place in April or early May. The
USGS has offered $100,000 in funding exclusively for
the tri-county region.

C/Martin briefed the Commission on updates Coleman
provided at the meeting as referenced in the minutes.
Coleman briefly mentioned his role on the Water
Resource Conservation Advisory Council. Coleman has
served on the council for approximately five years. The
Council is due to submit their final report on the new
water withdrawal assessment tool to the Legislature in
early November. ‘



Regional Growth Steering
Committee

Transportation Review
Committee

C/Martin deferred reporting on the October 23, 2009
Steering Committee meeting until next month.

C/Bauerle reported on the October 14, 2009
Transportation Review Committee meeting.
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2)

3)

4)

TIP Amendments — MDOT Bridge

C/Bauerle said MDOT is requesting to add a
project listing for a railroad bridge over Oakland
Avenue (M-43) to the 2008-2011 TIP. It was
MOVED by C/Bauerle, SUPPORTED by
C/Freeman, to approve adding MDOT’s bridge
request to the 2008-2011 TIP. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

TIP Amendment — Clinton County Bridges
C/Bauerle said Clinton County is requesting to add
bridges recently selected by the Bridge Committee
to the 2008-2011 TIP. It was MOVED by
C/Bauerle, SUPPORTED by C/Veenstra, to
approve adding Clinton County’s bridge requests to
the 2008-2011 TIP. MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

TIP Amendment — Eaton County Rural Projects
C/Bauerle said the Committee previously reviewed

and approved a number of chip seal project
revisions for existing rural ARRA and Rural STP

- projects. The Eaton County Road Commission is

requesting to make further minor adjustments to
their list to refine chip seal project costs in the
2008-2011 TIP using same amount of funding that
was previously approved. It was MOVED by
C/Bauerle, SUPPORTED by C/Tennis, to approve
Eaton County’s amended seal coat project list.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Regional 2035 Transportation Plan 2010-2014
Preserve Projects

C/Bauerle said the 2010-2014 preserve program is
an element of the Transportation Plan. The
enclosed list of projects was developed last year
and received preliminary approval for inclusion in
the 2010-2013 TIP in February, which never came
to fruition as a result of a statewide decision to

~ delay TIP development for one year.



The new preserve list includes projects that were
previously approved, new 2014 projects and other
adjustments that may have occurred within the last

year. It was MOVED by C/Bauerle, SUPPORTED

by C/Pohl, to give preliminary approval to add the
2010-2014 Preserve Program lists to the Draft
Regional 2035 Transportation Plan. MOTION -
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Finance Committee C/Martin reported on the October 28, 2009 Flnance
Committee meeting.

1) Financial Report — September 2009
C/Martin said September is the final month of the
fiscal year. C/Martin asked Hoffman to explain the
bank service charge (overage) that was questioned at
the Committee. Hoffman apologized and explained
that the overage was due to switching banks mid-
way through the year. The decision to switch banks
was due to the number of fees incurred along with
the desired option to offer payroll direct deposit to
staff. C/Martin said since it’s too late to amend the
budget, the audit will contain a footnote explaining
this overage.

It was MOVED by C/Martin, SUPPORTED by
C/Veenstra, to receive and place on file the
September, 2009 financial report. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

OTHER
As noted earlier and after discussion, it was MOVED by C/Rodgers, SUPPORTED by

C/Bauerle, to authorize the Executive Committee to send a letter of support to the Governor’s
office on behalf of MSU Extension.

C/Tennis expressed concerns with TCRPC submitting a letter of support to the Governor with

the intention of having an influence on state programs facing cuts in the budget. C/Hewitt added

his perspective on the value of the extension office and the benefits he’s observed in his ward
alone. C/Rodgers concurred with suggestions made and asked the Executive Committee to draft
the letter as appropriate.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

C/Small expressed issues with the public comment period today as follows. She inquired about
the policy on the public comment agenda item. C/Small suggested that concerns brought to the
table be addressed appropriately. She commented that it has been TCRPC’s practice to send
projects in question back to the responsible agency and that we should continue this practice. As
the TCPRC reviews project lists, she commented that approval should be on all or none of the
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projects. C/Small expressed concerns with questioning other people’s professional expertise and
accusing other members of inappropriate actions without concrete documentation.

Ch/Wood addressed C/Small’s question with regard to the public comment item on the agenda
and concurred with her concerns. Ch/Wood said her experience with public comment is to allow
the public time to comment, and if an issue needs to be addressed that should be done at a later
time.

Coleman noted that the November Commission meeting is scheduled on Thursday the 19", He
also requested that the Executive Committee meeting be moved from the 10" to the 12™.
Coleman said the MAR meeting as well as the LEAP meeting will be held on the 10™.

Ch/Wood noted that the Draft 2010 Commission and Committee meeting schedule was enclosed
in packets for review. Please notify staff of any conflicts.

There being no further business, it was MOVED by C/Martin, SUPPORTED by C/Pohl, to
adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:25 p.m. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

s/ A4

o/l
Date: /< -/7-09
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