

















driveways, frontage roads, rear service
drives or access off a side street, should be
used.

Local units of government in
Michigari lack specific
statutory authority to require
offsite improvements or
mitigation, but developers
are often willing to make
improvements which will
improve the safety and
accessibility at their site.

Qualifications
The preparation of a thorough traffic im-

pact study requires extensive background
and experience in traffic related analyses.
Therefore, the experience of the preparer
best defines his or her ability to provide a
technically sound analysis: The study
should include a resume of the preparer
responsible for the repornt. The study may
also include relevant experience of the
preparer’s firm. The study should be signed
by the preparer with full recognition of po-
tential liability for the resuits and recom-
mendations outlined in the report. If a com-
munity goes to the effort of requiring a traffic
impact study, it should ensure the study is
reviewed by someone familiar with ac-
cepted practices. The qualifications of the
reviewers should parallel those of the pre-
parers as outlined below.

The advisory committee for the hand-
book recommends that a traffic impact
study preparer have the following creden-
tials:

1. Three or more years of recent experi-
ence in the preparation of traffic impact
studies.

2. The development of traffic impact studies
comprise a major component of the
preparer’s recent professional experi-
ence. This requires ongoing experience
and familiarity with the Highway Capac-
ity Manual techniques as well as rele-
vant computer software (Highway Ca-
pacity Software and others) that provide
level of service results and other analy-
sis findings needed to fully assess po-
tential impacts.

3. Specific education, training, and/or pro-
fessional coursework in traffic impact
analysis from an accredited college or
university or other professional transpor-
tation training organization.

4. The study preparer be an associate (or
higher) member of one or more profes-
sional transportation related organiza-
tions, particularly the Institute of Trans-
portation Engineers (ITE) or the Trans-
portation Research Board (TRB).

5. The preparer should either be a regis-
tered engineer (PE), a community plan-
ner with AICP or PCP cedttification or a
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trained professional transportation plan-
ner.

6. Any study involving roadway or traffic
signal design work should be prepared
by or under the supervision of a regis-
tered engineer (PE) with specific training
in traffic engineering.

Coordinated Review Process

Traffic impact studies should be re-
viewed concurrently by staff with jurisdic-
tion along the roadway (road commission,
MDOT, engineering or public works depart-
ment, etc.) and the planning or zoning
staff/commission. Professional transporta-
tion staff of the local metropolitan planning
organization or regional planning agency
may also be able to assist local govem-
ments and road agencies in reviewing

these studies. A procedure which gives the
road agency the opportunity tocomment on
the proposed project, the traffic impact
study and the need for mitigation should be
developed (see Figure % for an example).

For More Information

The complete handbook includes a num-
ber of sample forms, a model traffic impact
ordinance, a list of references and other
useful information. A companion slide pro-
gram outlining the handbook and how to
use it is also available.

For more information or to request cop-
ies of the handbook, contact: Pau!l Hamil-
ton, Tr-County Regional Planning Com-
mission, 913 West Holmes Road, Suite
201, Lansing, Ml 48310. Phone: 517/393-
0342. A
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